
VOTER ID SUPPRESSION LAWS

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I rise today in opposition to an unfortunate trend that seems to be
creeping up all over the country: laws requiring voters to show some form of photo ID before
voting. Currently, 29 States have laws on the books requiring all voters to show some form of
identification before voting, and many of these require a photo ID.

  

Now, my home State of Virginia requires voter identification or a signature on an affirmation of
identity form, which is a much better process.

  

This year, many other State legislatures are considering measures that would require voters to
have an actual identification. While voter ID may seem like a good way to keep voter fraud at a
minimum, this type of requirement has serious unintended consequences.

Mr. Speaker, requiring a photo ID will make it a little bit more difficult for some voters to exercise
their right to vote. We should particularly be concerned that provisions like these have a
disparate impact on minorities. One nationwide study of voting-age citizens found that African
Americans are more than three times as likely as others to lack a government-issued photo ID.
And these laws have unintended consequences, such as the situation where nuns were denied
the right to vote because they couldn't produce a photo ID, even though they were personally
known to the election officials.

It's obvious that voter ID laws will not prevent people from voting, but it creates another little
barrier that will mean that a few potential voters will not get their paperwork in on time and will
miss the voter registration deadlines. These few voters could make the difference in an election.

Mr. Speaker, these voter ID laws are a solution in search of a problem. There's no credible
evidence that in-person voter fraud is a persistent problem. And the voters who will be denied
the opportunity to vote under these processes will certainly outnumber any fraudulent votes that
are prevented. Voting is not an arbitrary, inconsequential act.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we ensure that every eligible voter is given the opportunity to
vote free from any unnecessary barriers.
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